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(No. 30 of 1962)

Merchant Shipping (Collision) Rules 1965
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In exercise of the
of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1962, and ofall other powers enabling mein that behalf, I hereby make the following Regulations.

3.—(1) These rules may be cited as the Merchant Shipping (Collision)Rules, 1965, -
(2) The Merchant Shipping Collision (Ships and Seaplanes on the Water)Rules, 1963 is hereby repealed.

SCHEDULE
INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR PREVENTINGCOLLISIONS AT SEA APPROVED BY THE INTERNATIONALCONFERENCE ON SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA

Part A.—PRELIMINARY AND DEFINITIONS

Rule 1

sions of Rules specifying the carrying of lights and shapes, these provisionsshall be followed as closely as circumstances permit.
(6) The Rules concerning lights shall be complied with in all weathersfrom sunset to sunrise, and during such times no other lights shall beexhibited, except suchlights as can not be mistakenfor the prescribedlightsor do not impair their visibility or distinctive character, or interfere with thekeeping of a proper look-out. The lights prescribed by these Rules mayalso be exhibited from sunrise to sunset in restricted visibility and in allother circumstances whenitis deemednecessary.
(c) In the following Rules, except where the context otherwise requires :—(z) the word “vessel” includes every description of water craft, otherthan a seaplane on the water, used or capable of being used as a meansoftransportation on water;

(#) the word “seaplane” includes a flying boat and any otheraircraftdesigned to manoeuvre on the water;
(a2) the term “power-driven vessel” means any vessel propelled bymachinery ;
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(tv) every power-driven vessel which is undersail and not under power
is to be considereda sailing vessel, and every vessel under power, whether
under sail or not, is to be considered a power-driven vessel ;

(2) a Vessel or seaplane on the wateris “under way” when sheis not at
anchor, or madefast to the shore, or aground; .

(wi) the term “height above the hull” means height above the upper-
most continuousdeck ; .

(viz) the length and breadth of a vessel shall be her length overall and
largest breadth ;

(wiz) the length and span of a seaplane shall be its maximum length
and span as shownin its certificate of airworthiness, or as determined by
measurement in the absence of such certificate;

(2x) vessels shall be deemedto be in sight of one another only when one
can be observedvisually from the other;

(x) the word“‘visible”, when applied to lights, means visible on a dark
night with a clear atmosphere;

(x7) the term “short blast” meansa blast of about one second’s duration ;
(xt) the term “prolonged blast” means a blast of from four to six

second’s duration;

(xiit) the word “whistle” means any appliance capable of producing
the prescribedshort and prolonged blasts;

(xtv) the term “‘engaged in fishing’ means fishing with nets, lines or |
trawls but does not include fishing with trolling lines.

Part B.—LIcuHtTs AND SHAPES

Rule 2

(2) A power-driven vessel when under way shall carry :—
(7) On orin frontof the foremast, or if a vessel without a foremast then

in the forepart of the vessel, a white light so constructed as to show an
unbrokenlight over an arc of the horizon of 225 degrees (20 points of the
compass), so fixed as to show the light 112} degrees (10 points) on eachside of the vessel, that is, from right ahead to 22% degrees (2 points) abaft
the beam oneitherside, and of such a characteras to bevisible ata distance
of at least 5 miles.

(2) Either forward or abaft the white light prescribed in subsection(z) a second white light similar in construction and character to that light.Vessels ofless than 150 feet in length shall not be required to carry thissecond white light but may do so.
(a) These two white lights shall be so placed in a line with and overthe keel that one shall be at least 15 feet higher than the other and in sucha position that the forward light shall always be shown lower than theafter one. The horizontal distance between the two white lights shall beat least three times the vertical distance. The lower of these two whitelights or, if only oneis carried, then that light, shall be placed at a heightabove the hull of not less than 20 feet, and, if the breadth of the vessel

exceeds 20 feet, then at a height above the hull not less than such breadth,so however that the light need not be placed at a greater height above thehull than 40 feet. In all circumstances the light or lights, as the casemaybe, shall be so placed as to be clear of and above all other lights and
obstructing superstructures.
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(7v) On the starboard side a green light so constructed as to ishow anunbroken light over an arc of the horizon of 112} degrees (10 points ofthe compass), so fixed as to show the light from right ahead to 224 degrees(2 points) abaft the beam on the starboard side, and of such a characteras to be visible at a distance ofat least 2 miles.
(v) Onthe port side a red light so contructed as to show an unbrokenlight over an arc of the horizon of 1123 degrees (10 points of the compass),so fixed as to show the light from right ahead to 224 degrees(2 points) abaftthe beam on the port side, and of such a character as to be visible at adistance of at least 2 miles,

(vt) The said green and red side lights shall be fitted with inboardscreens projecting at least 3 feet forward from the light, so as to preventthese lights from being seen across the bows.
(6) A seaplane under wayon the water shall-carry :—

(7) In the forepart amidships where it can best be seen a white light,so constructedas to show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of220 degrees of the compass, so fixed as to show the light 110 degrees oneach side of the seaplane, namely, from right ahead to 20 degrees abaftthe beam oneitherside, and of such a character as to be visible at a distanceof at least 3 miles.
(@) On the right or starboard wingtip a green light, so constructed asto show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of 110 degrees ofthe compass, so fixed as to show the light from right ahead to 20 degreesabaft the beam on the starboard side, and of such a character as to bevisible at a distance of at least 2 miles. ;
(zz) On theleft or port wing tip a red light, so constructed as to showan unbrokenlight over an arc of the horizon of 110 degreesof the compass,so fixed as to show thelight from right ahead to 20 degrees abaft the beamon the port side, and of such a character as to be visible at a distance of atleast 2 miles,

RULE 3

(a) A power-driven vessel when towing or pushing another vessel orseaplane shall, in addition to her sidelights, carry two white lights in avertical line one over the other, not less than 6 feet apart, and when towingand the length of the tow, measuring from the stern of the towing vessel tothe stern of the last vessel towed, exceeds 600feet, shall carry three whitelights in a vertical line one over the other, so that the upper and lower lightsshall be the same distance from, and notless than 6 feet above or below, themiddle light. Each of these lights shall be of the same construction andcharacter and oneof them shall be carried in the sameposition as the whitelight prescribed in Rule 2 (a) (2). None of these lights shall be carried at aheight of less than 14 feet above the hull, Ina vessel with a single mast,such lights may be carried on the mast.
(6) The towing vessel shall also show either the stern light prescribed inin Rule 10 orin lieu of that light a small white light abaft the funnel or after-mast for the tow to steer by, but such light shall not be visible forward ofthe bear.

(c) Between sunrise and sunset a power-driven vessel engagif the length of tow exceeds 600 feet, shall carry, whereit canblack diamondshapeatleast 2 feet in diameter.

ed in towing,
best be seen a
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(2) A seaplane on the water, when towing oneor more seaplanes or vessels,

shall carry the lights prescribed in Rule 2(6) (7), (2) and (zz) ; and, in addition,
she shall carry a second white light of the same construction and character
as the white light prescribed in Rule 2(6) (i), and in a vertical line at least 6
feet above or below suchlight.

4

RULE 4
(a) A vessel which is not under command shall carry, where they can

best be seen, and, if a power-driven vessel, in lieu of the lights prescribed in
Rule 2 (a) (z) and(ii), two red lights in a vertical line one over the other not
less than 6 feet apart, and of such a character as to be visible all round the
horizon at a distanceof at least 2 miles. By day, she shall carry in a vertical
line one over the other not. less than 6 feet apart, where they can best be
seen, two black balls or shapesnotless that 2 feet in diameter.

(6) Aseaplane on the water which is not under command may carry, where
they can best be seen, and in lieu of the light prescribed in Rule 2(b)(:),
twored lights in a vertical line, one over the other, not less than 3 feet apart,
and ofsuch a character as to be visible all round the horizon ata distance of
at least 2 miles, and may bydaycarry in a vertical line one over the other not
less than 3 feet apart, where they can best be seen, two black balls or
shapes, each notless than 2 feet in diameter.

(c) A vessel engaged in layingor in picking up a submarine cable or naviga-
ion mark, or a vessel engaged in surveying or underwater operations, or
a vessel engagedin replenishmentatsea, orin the launchingorrecovery ofaircraft
when from the nature of her work she is unable to get out of the way of
approaching vessels, shall carry, in lieu of the lights prescribed in Rule 2(a)
() and (2), or Rule 7(a) (2), three lights in a vertical line one over the other so
that the upper and lowerlights shall be the samedistance from, and notless
than 6 feet above or below, the middle light. The highest and lowest of
these lights shall be red, and the middle light shall be white, and they shall be
of such a character as to be visible all round the horizon at a distanceof at
least 2 miles. By day, she shall carry in a vertical line one over the other
not less than 6 feet apart, where they can best be seen, three shapes each not
less than 2 feet in diameter, of which the highest and lowestshall be globular
in shape andredin colour, and the middle one diamondin shape and white.

(2) (2) A vessel engaged in minesweeping operationsshall carry at the fore
truck a green light, and at the end or ends of the fore yard on the side or
sides on which danger exists, another such light or lights. These lights
shall be carried in addition to the light prescribed in Rule 2(a) (z) or Rule 7 (a)
(z), as appropriate, and shall be of such a character as to be visible all round
the horizon ata distance ofat least 2 miles, By day she shall carry black
balls, not less than 2 feet in diameter, in the same position as the greenlights.

(z) The showingof these lights or balls indicates that it is dangerous
. for other vessels to approach closer than 3,000 feet astern of the minesweeper
or 1,500 feet on the side or sides on which danger exists.

(e) The vessels and seaplanes referred to in this Rule, when not making
way through the water, shall show neither the coloured sidelights nor the
stern light, but when making way they shall show them.

({) The lights and shapes prescribed in this Rule are to be taken by other
vessels and seaplanes as signals that the vessel or seaplane showing them is
not under commandand cannotthereforeget out of the way.



(g) These signals are not signals of vessels in distress and ‘requiringassistance. Such signals are contained in Rule 31.

RULE 5

(a) A sailing vessel under way and any vessel or seaplane being towedshall carry the same lights as are prescribed in Rule 2 for a power-drivenor a seaplane under way, respectively, with the exception of the white lightsprescribed therein, which they shall never carry. They shall also carrystern lights as prescribed in Rule 10, provided that vessels towed, except thelast vessel of a tow, may carry, in lieu of such stern light, a small whitelight as prescribed in Rule 3(d).
(4) In addition to the lights prescribed in section (2), a sailing vessel maycarry on the top of the foremast two lights in a vertical line oneover theother, sufficiently separated so as to be clearly distinguised. The upperlight shall be red and the lower light shall be green. Both lights shall beconstructed and fixed as prescribed in Rule 2(@) (i) and shall be visible ata distance of at least 2 miles,
(c) A vessel being pushed ahead shal] carry, at the forward end, on thestarboard side a green light and on the port side a red light, which shallhave the samecharacteristics as the lights prescribed in Rule 2(a) (iv) and(v) and shall be screened as Provided in Rule 2(a) (2), provided that anynumberofvessels pushed aheadin a group shallbe lighted as onevessel.(2) Between sunrise and sunset a vessel being towed, if the length of thetow exceeds 600 feet, shall carry whereit can best be seen a black diamondshape at least 2 feet in diameter.

RULE 6

(2) Whenit is not possible on account of bad weather or other sufficientcause to fix the green and redsidelights, these lights shall be kept! at hand

green light shall not be seen on the portside nor the red light on the starboardside, nor if practicable, more than 224 degrees (2 points) abaft the beam ontheir respective sides.
(5) To make the use of these portable lights more certain and easy, thelanterns containing them shall each be painted outside with the colour ofthe lights they respectively contain, and shall be Provided with properscreens,

RULE 7
Power-driven vessels of less than 65 feet in length, vessels. under oars orsails of less than 40 feet in length, and rowing boats when under way shallnot be required to carry the lights prescribed in Rules 2,3, and 5, but ifthey do not carry them they shall be provided with the following lights :—(a) Power-driven vessels ofless than 65 feet in length, except as providedin sections (b) and (¢), shall carry :—

(¢) In the forepart of the vessel, where it can best be seen, and at aheight above the gunwale ofnotless than 9 feet, a white light constructedand fixed as prescribed in Rule 2(a) (¢) and of such a character as to bevisible at a distanceofat least 3 miles,
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(%) Green and red sidelights constructed andfixed as prescribed in
Rule 2(a) (7v) and (wv), and of such a characterasto be visible at a distance
of at least 1 mile, or a combined lantern showing a green light and a red
light from right ahead to 22} degrees (2 points) abaft the beam on their
respective sides. Such lantern shall be carried not less than 3 feet below
the white light. \

(5) Power-driven vessels of less than 65 feet in length when towing or
pushing anothervessel shall carry :—

(¢) In addition to the sidelights or the combined lantern prescribed
in section (a) (7) two white lights in a vertical line, one over the other not
less than 4 feet apart. Eachof theselights shall be of the same construction
and character as the white light prescribed in section (a) (7) and one of
them shall be carried in the same position, Ina vessel with a single mast
such lights may be carried on the mast.

(i) Either a stern light as prescribed in Rule 10 orin lieu of that light
a small iwhite light abaft the funnel or aftermast for the tow to steer by,
but suchlightshall not be visible forward of the beam.
(¢) Power-driven vessels of less than 40 feet in length may carry the white

light at a less height than 9 feet above the gunwale butit shall be carried not
less than 3 feet above the sidelights or the combined lantern prescribed in
section (a)(21)

(d) Vessels of less than 40 feet in length, under oars or sails, except as
provided in setion (f), shall, if they do not carry the sidelights, carry, where
it can best be seen, a lantern showing a green light on one side and a red
light on the other, of such a characteras to bevisible at a distance ofat least
1 mile, and so fixed that the green light shall not be seen on the port side, nor
the red light on the starboard side. Whereit is not possible to fix this light,
it shall be kept ready for immediate use and shall be exhibited in sufficient time
to preventcollision and so that the green light shall not be seen on the port
side nor the red light on the starboardside.

(e) The vessels referred to in this Rule when being towed shall carry the
sidelights or the combined lantern prescribed in sections (a) or (d) of this
Rule, as appropriate, and a stern light as prescribed in Rule 10, or, except the
last vessel of the tow, a small white light as precribed in section (b) (ii).
When being pushed aheadthey shall carry at the forward endthesidelights
or combined lantern prescribed in sections (a) or (d) of this Rule, as appro-
priate, provided that any number of vessels referred to in this Rule when

’ pushed in a group shall be lighted as one vessel under this Rule unless the
overall lenght of the group exceeds 65 feet when the provisions of Rule 5(c)
shall apply.

(f) Small rowing boats, whether underoarsorsail, shall only be required to
have ready at hand an electric torch or a lighted lantern, showing a white
light, which shall be exhibited in sufficient time to preventcollision.

(g) The vessels and boats referred to in this Rule shall not be required to
carry the lights or shapes prescribed in Rules 4(a) and 11(e) and thesize of
their day signals maybeless than is prescribed in Rules 4(c) and 11(c).

RULE 8
_ (a) A power-driven pilot-vessel when engaged on pilotage duty and under
way :— ;

(2) Shall carry a white light at the masthead at a height ofnotless than
20 feet above the hull, visible all round the horizon at a distance ofatleast
3 miles and at a distance of 8 feet below it a red light similar in construction



and character. If such a vessel is of less than 65 feet in length she may
carry the white light at a height of not less than 9 feet above the gunwale
andthe redlight at a distance of 4 feet below the white light.

(ii) Shall carry the side lights or lanterns prescribed in Rule 2(a) (zv) and
(v) or Rule 7(a) (i) or (d), as appropriate, and the stern light prescribed in
Rule 10.

(ii) Shall show one or more flare-uplightsat intervals not exceeding 10
minutes. An intermittent white light visible all round the horizon may
be usedin lieu offlare-up lights.

(b) A sailing pilot-vessel when engagedonpilotage duty and under way :—
(i) Shall carry a white light at the masthead visible all round the horizon

at a distance ofat least 3 miles.

(ii) Shall be provided with sidelights or lantern prescribed in Rules 5(a)
or 7(d), as appropriate, and shall on the near approach of or to other
vessels, have suchlights ready for use, and shall show them at short intervals
to indicate the direction in which she is heading, but the green light shall
not be shown on the port side nor the red light on the starboad side.
Sheshall also carry the stern light prescribed in Rule 10.

(ii) Shall show one or more flare-up lights at intervals not exceeding
10 minutes.
(c) A pilot-vessel when engaged on pilotage duty and not under way shall

carry the lights and show the flares prescribed in sections (a)(i) and (7) or
(5) (¢) and (iii), as appropriate, and if at anchor shall also carry the anchor
lights prescribed in Rule 11.

(d) A pilot-vessel when not engaged on pilotage duty shall show the lights
or shapesfor a similar vessel of her length.

RULE 9

(a) Fishing vessels when not engaged in fishing shall show thelights or
shapes for similar vessels of their length.

(6) Vessels engaged in fishing, when under way or at anchor, shall show
only the lights and shapes prescribed in this Rule, which lights and shapes
shall be visible at a distance of at least 2 miles.

(c) (4) Vessels when engaged in trawling, by which is meant the dragging
of a dredge net or other apparatus through the water, shall carry two lights
in a vertical line, one over the other, not less than 4 feet nor more than 12 feet
apart. The upper of these lights shall be green and the lower light white
and each shall be visible all round the horizon. The lower of these two
lights shall be carried at a height above the sidelights not less than twice the
distance between the twovertical lights.

(ii) Such vessels may in addition carry a white light similar in construction
to the white light prescribed in Rule 2(a) (z) but such light shall be carried
lower than and abaft the all-round green and white lights.

(d) Vessels when engaged in fishing, except vessels engaged in trawling,
shall carry the lights prescribed in section (c) (7) except that the upper of the
two vertical lights shall be red. Such vessels if of less than 40 feet in length
may carry thered light at a height of not less than 9 feet above the gunwale
and the whitelight not less than 3 feet below thered light.
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(e) Vessels referred to in sections (c) and (2), when making way throughthe water, shall carry the sidelights or lanterns prescribed in Rule 2(a) (iv)and (v) or Rule 7(a) (27) or(d), as appropriate, and the stern light prescribed inule 10. When not making way through the water they shall show neitherthe sidelights nor the stern light.

sidelights,

(g) In addition to the lights which they are required by this Rule to carry,vessels engaged in fishing may, if necessary in order to attract the attentionof an approaching vessel, use a flare-up light, or maydirectthe beam oftheirsearchlight in the direction of a dangerthreatening the approaching vessel,in such a way as not to embarrass othervessels, They mayalso use workinglights butfishermenshall take into accountthat specially brightor insufficient-ly screened workinglights may impair the visibility and distinctive characterofthelights prescribed in this Rule.
(2) By day vessels when engagedin fishing shall indicate their occupationby displaying whereit can best be seen a black shape consisting of two coneseach notless than 2 feet in diameter with their points together one above theother. Such vessels if of less than 65 feet in length may substitute a basketfor such black shape. If their outlying gear extends more than 500 feethorizontally into the seaway vessels engagedin fishing shall display in additionone black conical shape, point upwards,in the direction of the outlying gear,

RULE 10

unbrokenlight over an arc of the horizon of 135 degrees (12 points ofthecompass), so fixed as to show the light 673 degrees (6 points) from right afton eachside of the vessel, and of such a character as to be visible at distanceofat least 2 miles,

RULE 11

(a) A vessel of less than 150 feet in length, when at anchor, shall carry inthe forepart of the vessel, where it can best be seen, a white light visibleall round the horizon at a distance of at least 2 miles. Such a vessel may



also carry a second white light in the position prescribed in section (b) of this
Rule butshall not be required to do so. The second white light, if carried,
shall be visible at a distance of at least 2 miles and so placed as to be-as far
as possible visible all round the horizon.

(5) A vessel of 150 feet or more in length, when at anchor, shall carry
near the stem of the vessel, at a height of not less than 20 feet abovethe
hull, one such light, and at or near the stern of the vessel and at such a height
that it shall be not less than 15 feet lower than the forward light, another
suchlight. Both these lights shall be visible at a distance of at least 3 miles
and so placedas to befar as possible visible all round the horizon.

(c) Between sunrise and sunset every vessel when at anchorshall carry-in
the forepart of thé vessel, where it can best be seen, one black ball not less
than 2 feet in diamleter.

(d) A vessel engaged in layingor in picking up a submarine cable or naviga-
tion mark,or a vessel engaged in surveying or underwater operations, when
at anchor, shall carry the lights or shapes prescribed in Rule 4(c) in addition
to those prescribedin the appropriate sectionsof this Rule.

(e) A vessel aground shall carry the light or lights prescribed™in sections
(2) or (5) and the two red lights prescribed in Rule 4(a). By day sheshall
carry, where they can best be seen, three black balls, each not less than 2
feet in diameter, placed in a vertical line one over the other, notless than
6 feet apart.

_ _(f) A seaplane on the water under 150 feet in length, when at anchor,
shall carry, where it can best be seen, a white light, visible all roufd the
horizon ata distanceofat least 2 miles.

(g) A seaplane on the water 150 feet or upwards in length, when at anchor,
shall carry, where they can best be seen, a white light forward and a white
light aft, both lights visible all round the horizon at a distance ofat least
3 miles ; and, in addition, if the seaplane is more than 150 feet in span, a
white light on each side to indicate the maximum span, andvisible, so far
as practicable,all round the horizonata distanceof 1 mile.

(4) A seaplane agroundshall carry an anchorlight or lights as prescribed
in sections (f) and (g), and in addition may carry two red lights in‘a vertical
line, at least 3 feet apart, so placed as to be visible all round the horizon. ‘

RULE 12

Every vessel or seaplane on the water may,if necessary in ordertoattract
attention, in addition to the lights which she is by these Rules required to
carry, show a flare-up light or use a detonating or other efficient sound
signal that cannot be mistaken for any signal authorised elsewhere under
these Rules. -

RULE 13

(a) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of any special
rules made by the Government of any nation with respect to additional
station and signal lights for ships of war, for vessels sailing under convoy,
for fishing vessels engaged in fishingas a fleet or for seaplanes on the water.

(5) Whenever the Government concerned shall have determined that a
naval or other military vessel or waterborne seaplane of special construction
or purpose cannot comply fully with the provisions of any of these Rules
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with respect to the number, position, range or arc of visibility of lights orshapes, without interfering with the military function of the vessel or. sea-

RULE 14
A vessel proceeding undersail, when also being propelled by machinery,shall carry in the daytime forward, where it can best be seen, one blackconical shape, point downwards,notless than 2 feet in diameterat its base.
Part C.—Sounp SIGNALS AND CoNnDUCT IN RESTRICTED VISIBILITY

Preliminary

1. The possession of information obtained from radar does not relieve anyvessel of the obligation of conforming strictly with the Rules and, in particular,the obligations contained in Rules 15 and 16.
2. The Annex to the Rules contains recommendations intended to assist in theuse of radar as an aid to avotding collision in restricted visibility,

RULE 15 6
(a) A power-driven vessel of 40 feet or more in length shall be providedwith an efficient whistle, sounded by steam or by somesubstitute for steam

(5) All signals prescribed in this Rule for vessels under way shall be,given :—
(¢) by power-driven vessels on the whistle ;(1) by sailing vessels on the fog horn ;
(ait) by vessels towed on the whistle or fog horn.

(c) In fog, mist, falling snow, heavy rainstorms, or any other conditionsimilarly restricting visibility, whether by day ornight the signals prescribedin this Rule shall be used as follows —
(7) A power-driven vessel making way through the water shall soundat intervals of not more than 2 minutes a prolongedblast.(2) A power-driven vessel under way, but stopped and making noway through the water, shall sound at intervals of not more than 2 minutestwo prolongedblasts, with an interval of about 1 second between them.(az) A sailing vessel under way shall sound, at intervals of not morethan 1 minute, when on the starboard tack one blast, when on the porttack two blasts in succession, and when with the wind abaft the beamthree blasts in succession,

(tv) A vessel when at anchor shall at intervals of not more than 1 minutering the bell rapidly for about 5 seconds. In vessels of more than 350feet in length the bell shall be sounded in the forepart of the vessel, andin addition there shall be sounded in the after part of the vessel, at intervals



of not morethan 1 minutefor about 5 seconds, a gong or other instrument,
the tone and sounding of which cannot be confused with that of the bell.
Every vessel at anchor may in addition, in accordance with Rule 12, sound
three blasts in succession, namely, one short, one prolonged and one short
blast, to give warning ofher position and of the possibility of collision to
an approachingvessel.

(v) A vessel when towing, a vessel engaged in laying or in picking up
a submarine cable or navigation mark, and a vessel under way which is
unable to get out of the way of an approaching vessel through being not
under command or unable to manoeuvre as required by these Rules
shall, instead of the signals prescribed in subsections (2), (2) and (i)
sound,at intervals of not more than 1 minute, three blasts in succession,
namely, one prolonged blast followed by two short blasts.

(vt) A vessel-towed, or, if more than one vessel is towed, only the last
vessel of the tow, if manned,shall, at intervals of not more than 1 minute,
sound four blasts in succession, namely, one prolonged blast followed by
three short bjasts. When practicable, this signal shall be made imme-
diately after the signal made by the towingvessel.

(vit) A vessel aground shall give the bell signal and, if required, the
gong signal, prescribed in subsection (iv) and shall, in addition, give
3 separate and distinct strokes on the bell immediately before and after.
such rapid ringing of the bell. y

(vit?) A vessel engaged in fishing when under way or at anchor shall at
intervals of not more than 1 minute sound the’ singal prescribed in sub-
section (v). A vessel when fishing with trolling’ lines and under wayshall
sound thesignals prescribed in sub-section(2), (i) or (di) as may be appro-
priate.

(ix) A vessel of less than 40 feet in length, a rowing boat, or a seaplane
on the water, shall not be obliged to give the above-mentionedsignals
but if she does not, she shall make some other efficient sound signal at
intervals of not more than 1 minute.

(x) A power-driven pilot-vessel when engaged on pilotage duty may
in addition to the signals prescribed in. subsections (i), (4) and (iv)
sound an identity signal consisting of 4 short blasts.

RULE 16

(2) Every vessel, or seaplane when taxi-ing on the water, shall, in fog,
mist, falling snow, heavy rainstormsor any other condition similarly restricting
visibility, go at a moderate speed, having careful regard to the existing
circumstances and conditions.

(5) A power-driven vessel hearing apparently forward of her beam,
the fog-signal of a vessel the position of which is not ascertained, shall, so
far as the circumstances of the case admit, stop her engines, and then
navigate with caution until danger of collision is over.

(c) A power-driven vessel which detects the presence of another vessel
forward of her beam before hearing her fog signal or sighting her visually
may take early and substantial action to avoid a close quarterssituation but,
if this cannot be avoided, she shall, so far as the circumstances of the case
admit, stop her engines in proper time to avoid collision and then navigate
with caution until danger ofcollision is over.
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PART D.—STEERING AND SAILING RULES

Preliminary

1. In obeying and construing these Rules, any action taken should be positive,
in ampletime, and with due regard to the observance ofgood seamanship.

2. Risk of collision can, when circumstances permit, be ascertained by care-
fully watching the compass bearing of an approaching vessel. If the bearing
does not appreciably change, such risk should be deemed to exist. °

3. Mariners should bear in mind that seaplanes in the act of landing or taking
off or operating under adverse weather conditions may be unable to change
their intended action at the last moment.

4. Rules 17 to 24 apply only to vessels in sight of one another.

RULE 17

(2) Whentwosailing vessels are approaching one another, so as to involve
risk of collision. one of them shall keep out of the way ofthe otheras follows:-

(2) When each has the wind on

a

different side, the vessel which has
the windon the port side shall keep out of the wayofthe other.

(2) When both have the wind on the sameside, the vessel which is to
windwardshall keep out of the way of the vessel which is to leeward.

(6) For the purposes of this Rule the windward side shallbe deemed to be
the side opposite to that on which the mainsailis carried or, in the case of a
square-rigged vessel, the side opposite to that on which the largest fore-and-
aft sail is carried.

RULE 18

(a) When two power-driven vessels are meeting end on,or nearly end on,
so as to involverisk of collision, each shall alter her course to starboard, so
that each may pass on the portside of the other. This Rule only applies
to cases where vessels are meeting end on, or nearly end on, in such
a manneras to involve risk of collision, and does not apply to tyo vessels
which must, if both keep on their respective course, pass clear of each other.
The only cases to which it does apply are when each of twovessels is end on,
or nearly end on, to the other ; in other words, to cases in which, by day,
each vessel sees the masts of the other in a line, or nearly in a line, with her
own ; and by night, to cases in which each vessel is in such a Position as tosee both the sidelights of the other. It does not apply by day, to cases in
which a vessel sees another ahead crossing her own course ; or, by night,
to cases where the red light of one vessel is opposed to the red light of the
other or where the green light of one vessel is opposed to the green light of
the other or where 4 red light without a green light or a green light without
a red light is seen ahead, or where both green and red lightsare seen any-
where but ahead. : :

(5) For the purposes of this Rule and Rules 19 to 29 inclusive, exceptRule 20(c) and Rule 28, a seaplane on the water shall be deemed to be avessel, and the expression “power-driven vessel” shall be construed accord-ingly.



RULE 19

When two power-driven vessels are crossing, so as to involve risk of colli-
sion, the vessel which has the other on her ownstarboardside shall keep out

of the way of the other.

RULE 20 -

(a) When apower-driven vessel and a sailing vessel are proceeding in such
directions as to involve risk of collision, except as provided for in Rules 24
and 26, the power-driven vessel shall keep out of the way ofthe sailing vessel.

() This Rule shall not give to a sailing vessel the right to hamper, in a
narrow channel, the safe passage of a power-driven vessel which can
navigate only inside such channel.

(c) A seaplane on the water shall, in general, keep well clear of all vessels
and avoid impeding their navigation. In circumstances,, however, where

risk of collision exists, she shall comply with these Rules.

RULE 21

Whereby any of these Rules one of two vessels is to keep out of the way,
the other shall keep her course and speed. When, from any cause, the latter
vessel finds herself so close that collision cannot be avoided by the action of
the giving-way vessel alone, she also shall take such action as will best aid
to avertcollision (see Rule 27 and 29). ,

RULE 22

Every vessel which is directed by these Rules to keep out of the way¥of
another vessel shall, so far as possible, take positive early action to comply
with this obligation, and shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, avoid
crossing aheadof theother. »

RULE 23

Every power-driven vessel which is directed by these Rules to keep out
of the way of another vessel shall, on approaching her, if necessary, slacken
her speed or stop or reverse.

RULE 24

(a) Notwithstanding anything contained in these Rules, every vessel
overtaking any other shall keep out of the way of the overtaken vessel.

(b) Every vessel coming up with another vessel from any direction more
than 22} degrees (2 points) abaft her beam i.e., in such a position with
reference to the vessel which is overtaking, that at night she would be
unable to see either of that vessel’s sidelights, shall be deemed to be an

overtaking vessel: and no subsequentalteration of the bearing between the
two vessels shall make the overtaking vessel a crossing vessel within the
meaning of these Rules, or relieve her of the duty of keeping clear of the
overtaken. vessel until sheis finally past and clear.

(c) If the overtaking vessel cannot determine with certainty whethersheis
forward of or abaft this direction from the other vessel, she shall assume that
she is an overtaking vessel and keep out of the way.

a
t
e

P
y
e

B 601



B 602

RULE 25
(a) Ina narrowchannelevery power-driven vessel when proceeding along

the course of the channel shall, whenit is safe and practicable, keep to that
side of the fairway or mid-channel which lies on the starboard side of such
vessel,

(0) Whenever a power-driven vesselis nearing a bend in a channel where a
vessel approaching from the other direction cannot be seen, such power-
driven vessel, when she shall have arrived within one-half (4) mile of the
bend, shall give a signal by one prolonged blast on her whistle which signal
shall be answered bya similar blast given by any approaching power-driven
vessel that may be within hearing around the bend. Regardless of whether
an approachingvessel on thefarther side of the bend is heard, such bend shall
be rounded with alertness and caution.

(c) In a narrow channel a power-driven vessel of less than 65 feet in
length shall not hamper thesafe passage of a vessel which can navigate only
inside such channel.

RULE 26
All vessels not engaged in fishing, except vessels to which the provisions

of Rule 4 apply, shall, when under way, keep out of the wayofvessels engaged
in fishing. This Rule shall not give to any vessel engaged in fishing the
right of obstructing a fairway used by vessels other than fishing vessels.

RULE 27

In obeying and construing these Rules due regard shall be had toall
dangers of navigation and collision, and to any special circumstances,
including the limitations of the craft involved, which may render a departure
from the above Rules necessary in order to avoid immediate danger.

Part E.—Sounpb SIGNALS FOR VESSELS IN SIGHT OF ONE ANOTHER

RULE 28

(2) Whenvessels are in sight of one another, a power-driven vessel under
way, in taking any course authorised or required by these Rules, shall indicate
that course by the following signals on her whistle, namely :—

One short blast to mean “I am altering mycourse to starboard”,
‘Two short blasts to mean “I am altering my course to port’.
Three short blasts to mean ‘‘My enginesare going astern”’,

(5) Whenever a power-driven vessel which, under these Rules, is to keep
her course and speed, is in sight of another vessel and is in doubt whether
sufficient action is being taken by the other vessel to avert collision, she may
indicate such doubt by giving at least five short and rapid blasts on the
whistle. The giving of such a signalshall notrelieve a vessel of her obligations
under Rules 27 and 29 or any other Rule, or of her duty to indicate any
action taken under these Rules by giving the appropriate soundsignals laid
downin this Rule.

(c) Any whistle signal mentioned in this Rule may be further indicated
by a visualsignal consisting of a white light visible all round the horizon at adistance ofat least 5 miles, and so devised thatit will operate simultaneously
and in conjunction with the whistle-sounding mechanism and remain
lighted and visible during the same period as the sound signal,



(d) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of any
special rules made by the Government of any nation with respect to the use
of additional whistle signals between ships of war or vessels sailing under
convoy.

Part F.—MJISCELLANEOUS

RULE 29

Nothing in these Rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the owner, master
or crew thereof, from the consequences of any neglect to carry lights or
signals, or of any neglect to keep a proper look-out, or of the neglect of any .
precaution which may be required by the ordinary practice of seamen, or
by the special circumstancesof the case.

RULE 30

RESERVATION OF RULES FOR HaRBOURS AND INLAND NAVIGATION

Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of a special rule
duly madeby local authority relative to the nagivation of any harbour,river,
lake, or inland water, including a reserved seaplanearea.

RULE 31

DisTRESS SIGNALS

(a) When a vessel or seaplane on the water is in distress and requires
assistance from other vessels or from the shore, the following shall be the
signals to be used or displayed by her, either together or separately, namely :—

(i) A gunorother explosive signalfired at internvals of about a minute.

(i) A continuous sounding with any fog-signalling apparatus.

(iii) Rockets or shells, throwing red stars fired one at a time at short
intervals.

(iv) A signal made by radiotelegraphy or by any other signalling
method consisting of the group...---... in the Morse Code.

(v) A signal sent by radiotelephony consisting of the spoken word
“Mayday” ,

(vi) The International Code Signal of distress indicated by N.C.
(vit) A signal consisting of a square flag having aboveor below it a ball

or anything resembling aball.

(vii?) Flames onthevessel (as from a burningtar barrel, oil barrel, &c.).
(ix) A rocket parachuteflare or a handflare showinga redlight.
(x) A smokesignal giving off a volume of orange-coloured smoke.

(xi) Slowly and repeatedly raising and lowering arms outstretched to
eachside.

Note.—Vessels in distress may use the radtotelegraph alarm signal or the
radiotelephone alarm signal to secure attention to distress calls and messages.
The radiotelegraph alarm signal, which is designed to actuate the radiotelegraph
auto alarms of vessels so fitted, consists of a series of twelve dashes, sent in 1
minute, theduration of each dash being 4 seconds, and the duration of the interval
between 2 consecutive dashes being 1 second. The radiotelephone alarm signal
consists of 2 tones transmitted alternately over periods offrom 30 seconds to 1
minute.

(6) The use of any of the foregoing signals, except for the purpose of
indicating that a vessel or seaplane is in distress, and the use of any signals
which may be confused with any of the above signals, is prohibited.
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ANNEX TO THE RULES
RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE USE OF Rapar INFORMATION AS AN AID iTO AVOIDING COLLISIONS AT SEA }

(1) Assumptions made on scanty information may be dangerous and shouldbe avoided.
(2) A vessel navigating with the aid of radarin restricted visibility must,in compliance with Rule 16 (2) , goat a moderate speed. Information ‘obtainedfrom the use of radar is one of the circumstances to be taken into accountwhendetermining moderate speed. In this regard it must be recognised thatsmall vessels, small icebergs and similar floating objects may not be detectedby radar. Radar indications of one or morevessels in the vicinity may meanthat “moderate speed” should be slower than a mariner without radar mightconsider moderate in the circumstances.
(3) When navigating in restricted visibility the radar range and bearingalone do not constitute ascertainment of the position of the other vesselunder Rule 16(5) sufficiently to relieve a vessel of the duty to stop her enginesand navigate with caution when a fog signal is heard forward of the beam.
(4) When action has been taken under Rule 16(c) to avoid a close quartersSituation, it is essential to make sure that such action is having the. desiredeffect. Alterations of course or speed or both are matters as to which themariner must be guided by the circumstancesof the case.
(5) Alteration of course alone may be the mosteffective action to avoidclose quarters provided that :—

(2) There is sufficient sea room,
(5) It is madein goodtime.
(c) It is substantial. A succession of small alterations of course shouldbe avoided.
(2) It does not result in a close quarters situation with other vessels.

(6) The direction of an alteration of courseis a matter in which the mariner- must be guided by the circumstances of the case. An alteration to starboard,particularly when vessels are approaching apparently on opposite or nearlyOpposite courses, is generally preferable to an alteration to port.
(7) An alteration of speed,either alone or in conjunction with an alterationof course, should be substantial, A number of small alterations of speedshould be avoided. :
(8) Ifa close quarters situation is imminent, the most prudent action maybeto take all way off the vessel.

MADE at Lagosthis 7th day of December 1965.

Z. B. Dipcharima,
Minister of Transport

EXPLANATORY NOTE
These rules lay down courses to be followed and lights and shapes to bedisplayed for preventing collisions at sea, including collisions involvingseaplanes on the water. The Rules give effect to the International Regulationsfor Preventing Collision at Sea 1960 which were approved by the Inter-national Conference on Safety of Life at Sea 1960. i
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L.N.134 of 1965 f
~ A

IMMIGRATION ACT 1963
(1963 No.6)

Ndjana Marie Anthoniette—Deportation Order

WHEREASasprovided undersection 18 (2) of the Immigration Act 1963, I, SHETTIMA
Aut Moncuno,Federal Minister of Internal Affairs, am satisfied that it is in the public
interest that NDJANA Marie ANTHONIETTE should be deported from Nigeria.

Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by thesaid section
18 (2) of the Immigration Act, it is hereby ordered that the said NpjaNA Marie ANTONIE-
TTE be deported from Nigeria andshall leave on thefirstavailable opportunity and remain
thereafter out of Nigeria.
—

Mabe in Lagos this 9th day of December 1965.

SHETTIMA ALI MoncuNno,
Federal Minister of Internal Affairs

L.N. 135 of 1965

IMMIGRATION ACT 1963
(1963 No.6)

Joseph Abena Ndongo—Deportation Order

Wuereas as provided under section 18 (2) of the Immigration Act 1963, I, SHETTIMA ,
ALI Moncuno, Federal Minister of Internal Affairs, am satisfied that it is in the public
interest that JOSEPH ABENA Nponco should be deported from Nigeria;

Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred on meby thesaid section 18 (2)
of the Immigration Act, it is hereby ordered that the said JosepH ABENA NDONGO be
deported from Nigeria and shall leave on the first available opportunity and remain
thereafter out of Nigeria.

Mabein Lagos this 9th day of December 1965.

SHETTIMA ALI Moncuno,
Federal Minister of Internal Affairs
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Commence-
ment.

Citation.

LIN. 136 of 1965.

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY ACT 1964
(1964 No. VI) ,

The National Library Act (Commencement) Order 1965

In exercise of the power conferred on me by section 7 (2) of the National
Library Act 1964 I hereby make the following Order—

1. The National Library Act 1964 shall come into force on 1st December
1965.

2. This Order may becited as the National Library Act (Commencement)
Order 1965. -

MabDEat Lagos this 21st day of December 1965.

Ayo Rosyyt,
Minister of Information

 

Commence-
ment.

Citation

L.N. 137 of 1965

NIGERIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTES ACT 1964
(1964 No. 33)

The Nigerian Research Institutes Act (Restricted
Commencement) Order 1965

Commencement : 1st December 1965

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 9 (2) of the Nigerian Research
Institutes Act 1964, and of all other powers enabling me in that behalf, I
hereby makethe following order :—

1. The Nigerian Research Institutes Act 1964, to the extent only that
it relates to the Rubber Research Institute of Nigeria, shall come into force
on the Ist day of December 1965.

2. This Order may be cited as the Nigerian Research Institutes Actose

(Restricted Commencement) Order 1965.

ADE in Lagos this 15th day of December 1965.

PRINCE ALADE LAMUYE,
Federal Minister of Natural Resources and Research .


